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THE NEWS THAT the South-East 
Area Committee has agreed to 
spend £13,500 towards the cost 
of CCTV cameras in Blackbird 
Leys has been warmly welcomed 
by shopkeepers, local councillors, 
police and the majority of the 
public alike. The Top Shops will 
get the first camera followed by a 
second one outside the Spar shop 
on Dunnock Way. The funding will 
be is matched by the Crime and 
Disorder Reduction Partnership 
(CDRP). 

The date for installation and 
the precise location will be deter- 
mined following a site location 
visit. The initiative to get the 
shops covered by a camera has 
come from the Neighbourhood 


Action Group (NAG), but it was at 
successive South-East Area Com- 
mittees that Cllr Jane Lacey raised 
the issue that these places need 
cameras to deter anti-social 
behaviour and drug dealing. She 
said “It's been a long, drawn out 
process, but with community sup- 
port we're finally getting there. It 
will be done.” She commented 
that people who are intimidated 
by the presence of groups of peo- 
ple hanging outside would feel a 
bit more secure if they knew that 
a camera was surveying the 
scene. 

Cllr Val Smith said “I think this 
is excellent news. There have 
been some problems at the shops 
- that police are aware of and deal 


with the problems when they can 
- but having cameras will mean 
that the shops will always be 
under surveillance. This will 
mean a great deal to people who 
do not like going up to the shops 
in the dark. It has worked else- 
where and will work here.” 
Inspector Andy Storey from 
Cowley Police Station said that 
from a police perspective the Top 
Shops is an area that suffers from 
a high level of anti-social inci- 
dents, so the presence of CCTV 
here is an option to reduce and 
deter criminal activity. An exten- 
sive survey of people at the Top 
Shops conducted last’ year 
showed a very large majority 
were in favour of cameras in the 


The car that smoked its way around the Leys 


A 'Smoking Car' toured the estate on the 
day before No Smoking Day to push the 
message of the risks of smoking, 
particularly around young children. It 
made stops at Pegasus and Windale 
Schools as well as the pe Centre at 
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Cuddesdon Corner. In reality it was a car 
with a smoke machine inside it which 
served as a powerful visual aid. 

Jenny Martin, Oxfordshire County 
Council's Head of The Leys Children's 
Centre explained, "This event is designed 
to draw attention to the risks of smoking 
and we want to show the extremely high 
risk of smoking in an enclosed vehicle. 
Smoking in a car with the windows closed 
is 100 times more polluted than the fumes 
at a busy traffic intersection." 


The next day over at Leys Linx local Health 
Trainers, Helena Gleeson and Keeley 
Nichol, were giving people who smoked a 
chance to test out their carbon monoxide 
levels by blowing into a device which 
measured it. In the picture (/eft) are Sam 
Cunningham with her daughter Caitlin, 9, 
with Helena Gleeson demonstrating the 
device. 


If anyone wants help to give up smoking 
they can call Oxfordshire Smoking Advice 
on 08454080300. 
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area. 

Paul Whitman, manager of 
Delteys Supermarket commented 
that he was glad that it had final- 
ly been agreed, but that it was 
long overdue and just hoped that 
it would be realized this time. He 
said “ If the presence of the cam- 
eras can stop the criminal activity 
outside, we're definitely in 
favour.” 

Outside the Spar Shop in Dun- 
nock Way has been designated as 
the second priority area for a CCTV 
camera. The shop was ram raided 
late last year for which no-one 
was prosecuted and there have 
been multiple incidents outside or 
near the shop in the last year. 


Continued on page 3 
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Nowa stupa upa dla polskich 
rodzin 


Polish children group: page 2 


Local job losses 
Turn to page 7 
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business dedicated to 
providing news and 
information to the whole 
community. We are not 
affiliated to any political 
party, and we operate an 
equal opportunities policy. We 
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... Editorial... 


TOP OF THE local news this month was the news that BMW 
in Cowley had laid off over 800 agency workers. Other car 
part manufacturers are also shedding jobs and the future 
looks bleak for the car manufacturing industry and its 
associated jobs. Shock, a sense of bewilderment and anger 
greeted the news when it broke in mid-February. Many of 
the workers live on or around the Leys and although jobs 
are scarce we here at Leys News hope that those affected 
get through these difficult economic times and find some 
other means of employment. We feature in this issue one 
man's personal story, but we are also interested in hearing 
other people’s stories. 

The second hot topic this month is the recently agreed 
decision by the South-East Area Committee to support the 
installation of, and help pay for, CCTV surveillance cameras 
in the neighbourhood of the Top Shops and the Spar shop. 
Shopkeepers at the Top Shops have been calling for this for 
years as a deterrent to the anti-social behaviour and drug 
dealing that occurs and it may well help people feel a bit 
safer out at night. Cameras of course do not solve 
everything. Some think that the problem will be pushed 
around the corner, while others have issues with yet 
another camera filming their every move. The other local 
shops at Balfour Road and Crowberry Road also have their 
problems and are worthy of consideration of some kind of 
help too. 

Once again the Leys News community journalists and 
photographers have delivered more than ever to the paper, 
which is very gratifying, thanks to them and all the 
volunteers for all their input. 

Al Cane 


Leys News and Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre receives good news 


LEYS NEWS AND the Agnes Smith Advice Centre both 
received the good news in early March that they have been 
awarded significant grants from the Wates Family Charities 
which will help both organisations further their work across 
the Leys. The objective of the Surrey-based Wates Family 
Charities grants programme is to promote work that builds 
social values and responsibility and provides access to 
opportunities that address disadvantage. 

Foundation director Brian Wheelwright and trustee Jane 
Wates visited both organizations in late February. The Leys 
News award will go some way towards the salaries of its 
part-time workers, printing costs and the community 
journalism project. Jim Saunders, manager of The Agnes 
Smith Advice Centre, said that the centre was delighted to 
receive the grant and that the money would be put to good 
use towards running the services that the centre already 
operates. 


WISE WORDS 


“The devil knows more for his age 
than for being the devil.” 


This is a Spanish proverb meaning there is no 
substitute for experience. The original in Spanish is 
“Mas sabe el diablo por viejo que por diablo.” 
Sent in by Cristina Fernandez-Santamaria. 
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Maluchy: a new group for 


Polish families 
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BY KATIE CHESTER 
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: Enjoying books at Maluchy 


TWO POLISH MUMS and one English 
mum from Blackbird Leys have 
started a new group for Polish 
families called 'Maluchy', which 


translates as ‘little ones’. 

The group is free to attend and 
takes place at Cuddesdon Corner 
family centre on Saturday mornings. 
It aims to help children (and their 
parents) develop language skills in 
both Polish and English, to celebrate 


Polish culture and provide support and 
information for parents as well as the 
opportunity to make new friends and 
have fun. The group is open to both 
mums and dads with children under 5. 

Dads can also join in the Dadzone 
which currently takes place on 
alternate Saturdays from 10-12, 
where they will be served a free 
English breakfast. At Maluchy the 
doors open at 9.45am for tea and 
coffee, and there are activities from 
10-11am including songs, games and 


stories in both English and Polish, art 
and craft and play activities. There 
will also be an opportunity for parents 
or carers to get an OCN accreditation 
which they can do in English or 
Polish. 

Organiser Agata Gorniak says 'We 
welcome both mums and dads to the 
Polish group. We guarantee good fun 
and a friendly atmosphere.’ Magda 
Slodkowska, mother of two year old 
Paula, said, "I came along because 
it's really important for me and my 
daughter to make friends with other 
people from the same country, and 
learn some songs and poems. It's 
good fun too." 


For further information, contact 
Agata 07874187704, (Polish), Asia 
07828959704 (Polish) or Katie 
07951263191 (English) or just come 
along, there is no meeting on 11th 
April. 


Nowa grupa dia polskich rodzin 
Dwie polskie i jedna angielska mama z Blackbird Leys wiasnie zatozyly nowa grupe dla 
polskich rodzin nazwana "Maluchy". Wstep jest wolny | spotkania odbywajq sie w 
Cuddesdone Corner Family Centre w soboty przed potudniem. Chcemy poméc dzieciom 
(i rodzicom) w postugiwaniu sie jezykiem polskim i angielskim, kultywowaniu polskie; 
kultury | dostarczaé informacji dla rodzicéw a takze spotykaé nowych przyjacidt i dobrze 
sie bawi¢. Grupa zostata stworzona dla mam i tatusiéw z dzieémi do lat 5. 

Tatusiowie moga rowniez wziaé udziat w DadZone w co druga sobote miesiaca 
miedzy 10 a 12 gdzie bedzie mozna zjes¢ darmowy English Breakfast. 

Maluchy zaczynaja o 9.45 herbata i kawa a miedzy 10.00 i 11.00 Spiewamy piosenki 
i czytamy bajki po polsku i angielsku i mamy rdzne zajecia praktyczne. Dla rodzicow i 
opiekunéw bedzie réwniez okazja do zdobycia akredytacji OCN w jezyku polskim | 


angielskim. 


Organizatorka Agata Gérniak: " Zapraszamy wszystkie mamy i tatusidw do nowej 
polskiej grupy. Gwarantujemy dobra zabawe i przyjazna atmosfere" 

Magda Stodkowska, mama Pauli - 2 latka - powiedziala - "Przysztam bo mysle ze to 
bardzo wazne dla mnie i mojej cérki zebySmy mogli sie spotkaé z innymi rodzicami i 
dziecmi z kraju i nauczy¢ sie nowych piosenek i wierszykow. A przy tym wszystkim 


dobrze sie bawimy." 


Po dalsze informacje prosimy dzwonié na numer 07874187704 (Agata) 
albo07828959704 (Asia) po polsku albo 07951263191 (Katie) po angielsku albo po 
prostu wpas¢ na spotkanie ( nie bedzie nas 11.04). 


Leys News Drop-in 
Monday 6th April, 11.30am 


at the Boiler Room Cafe 


Come along and tell us your news, 
or comment on how we can improve the paper. 
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The Leys Women's Institute is born! 
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Women at the introductory meeting of the new Leys WI 


BY KATIE CHESTER 


Catherine said another 
common misconception about the 


making the latter, and more 
recently for its calendar girls 


THE Women's Institute is coming 
to the Leys. It all started when 
two residents of the Leys 
approached a Women's Institute 
stall at a craft fair in Oxford town 
hall and asked whether it would 
be possible to set up a branch 
here. 

As a-_ result, Oxfordshire 
Chairman of Membership 
Catherine Blaxhall and Women's 


when the Rylstone and _ District 
branch famously posed nude for a 
calendar to raise money for 
charity. 

Catherine explained that the 
institute is in fact very much a 
community organisation with the 
branches run by their members 
and for their members. It's not 
just for older women either - it 
should be representative of the 


women's institute is that you have 
to be into crafts to join. This isn't 
true, but being a member can 
offer the opportunity to try new 
skills and have new experiences. 
In Catherine's case, the Women's 
Institute gave her the confidence 
to learn new skills and go back 
into the workplace after having 
her children. 

A meeting will typically consist 


Institute advisors Barbara Gray 
held an 
the 
Clockhouse at the beginning of 
March. The meeting was well 
attended by over a dozen women 


and Margaret Antcliff 
introductory meeting at 


of various ages. 


The Women's Institute 


typically known for ‘Jerusalem 
and Jam’ - singing the former and 


The cameras are coming. Continued from page 1 


Store Manager Mark Ewings said 
there had been at least ten inci- 
dents in the last year, including a 
mugging, that may have been 
prevented by having a CCTV 
camera outside. They couldn't 
come soon enough for his liking. 
The third area that needs some 
attention is the row of four shops 
on Balfour Road, who suffer from 
a different kind of problem, 
namely that the rear of the 
shops are unlit and vulnerable to 
break-ins, as has been the case 
several times in recent months. 
Chris Pill of J.E.Pill's Butchers 
said that this was a weak spot 
and needed some form of secu- 
rity lighting to light up the area 
and make anyone creating mis- 
chief behind there visible to all. 
Three of the four shops had 
suffered from vandalism and 
break-ins in the last few months. 
Leys News understands that 
both the City Council and the 
Parish Council are on the case 
and the matter should be dealt 
with swiftly and lighting will be 
erected. 


community in which it's based 
with a good cross section of 
members, and this was reflected 
by the range of women attending 
the introductory meeting. community events, outings and 
The ethos of the Women's’ entertainment. Recent examples 
Institute is for'women to meetin of activities organised by 
is friendship, learn, broaden their Oxfordshire branches include Pole 
horizons and to influence national dancing and abseiling. 
and international affairs.’ The other aspect of the 


of a short formal section, a guest 
speaker or workshop and then 
socialising. 

Branches also often arrange 


Women's Institute is the national 
and international influence it has 
through its campaigns. ‘It's a 
three tier organisation, with local 
branches, the county’ wide 
federation and the national 
federation,’ explained Catherine 
and she pointed out that the 
Women's Institute is one of the 
top ten organisations consulted 
by the government, and it has 
been involved in various 
campaigns including recent ones 
against mixed sex wards in 
hospitals, and obesity in children. 

The women attending the 
meeting were all enthusiastic 
about forming a branch here and 
a resolution was passed to open 
"The Leys Women's Institute’. 

Joy Clark of Greater Leys said, 
‘It's a good thing to have here in 
the Leys, and I'm sure more 
people will want to join.' 

Bridget Lambert also. of 
Greater Leys said ‘I decided to 
come along because it's a good 
opportunity to meet other people 
in my community. There's lots of 
enthusiasm here and we'll also 
get plenty of support from 
experienced Women's Institute 
members. ' 

The Leys WI will be held on 
the first Wednesday of each 
month, with the first meeting on 
Wednesday 1st April from 7.30 to 
9.30pm in the Clockhouse. At this 
meeting the committee will be 
elected and there will be a talk 
from local historian John 
Chipperfield, author of ‘Down 
Memory Lane’. 

Membership costs £29 a year, 
which covers 11 meetings, and 
members receive three different 
magazines. Other benefits include 
discounts at retailers such as 
Julian Graves and tickets to 
events such as craft fairs. 


Anyone who is interested is 
welcome to come along to the 
next meeting and find out more. 
Alternatively they can contact 
Barbara Gray, Women's Institute 
advisor on 01865 514239. 


Local News | 3 
IT Hub 


THE IT Hub at the Communi- 
ty Centre is looking for a 
community-minded IT work- 
er with time on their hands to 
volunteer their expertise. 
Ideally the person would be 
well versed in software and 
office networks and prepared 
to help John Clifford run the 
Hub. 

Meanwhile the centre is 
offering IT courses for new 
learners in beginners com- 
puting, digital photography 
and more. If the demand is 
there they will put the cours- 
es on. 

Contact John Clifford on 
01865 714492 to find out 
more. 


Agnes Smith 


Advice Centre 


JACKIE KNIGHT, the centre’s 
debt outreach worker, has 
run two debt awareness 
sessions for adults at 
Pegasus School. 

The centre reports an 
increasing number of former 
BMW agency workers coming 
in for advice as well as a 
significant number of builders 


who have been laid off 
recently. 

OxClean 

THE 2009 OxClean event on 
March 6th and 7th was very 
successful with litter picks 
taking place in all areas of 


the city. 

Some groups cleaned up 
their own neighbourhood; 
others tackled city grot- 
spots. There was a great par- 
ticipation in Blackbird Leys 
this time with local resident 
Paul Brackett cleaning up the 
brook in the Shepherds Hill 
area as well as local schools, 
and Blackbird Leys college 
students taking part. 

Christine Thompson, one 
of the organisers, said "We 
were delighted that the stu- 
dents of Cherwell college 
took part and helped clean up 
the leisure centre car park 
and also the children of Pega- 
sus and Windale School who 
turned out in large numbers 
on the day to help." 


The final area of concern is at 
the Premier Oxford Supermarket 
on the corner of Crowberry and 
Pegasus Roads where owner 
Mohamed Jawed says that his 
shop also suffers from groups of 
young people gathering outside 
in the late afternoons and 
evenings. He says that they 
often kick footballs against the 
shutters and customers tell him 
they feel intimidated and stop 
using the shop because of it. He 
also said that if he calls the 
police the perpetrators have long 
gone by the time they arrive. 


Slimming World 


full of surprises 


So what do our readers think? 
Do you welcome the decision to 
place cameras in both these 
places? Will the crime happen 
anyway out of sight? Are you 
concerned that we have too 
much surveillance already? Tell 
us your views by sending us 
your letters or emails. Contact 
details on page 2. 


ever before! 


discover tne amezing you 


08700 75 46 66 


www.slimmingworld.com 
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Who SAYS there’s 


no such thing as a 


fre e lunch i 


At Slimming World there is! With Food Optimising you can 
enjoy a Free lunch, Free breakfast and dinner too!! 


THURSDAY 
Blackbird Leys 
The Leisure Centre 
Pegasus Road, 7pm 
Tel: Gill 01865 730009 


Only Food Optimising offers you the satisfying, slimming power of Free Foods - and we are not talking ‘diet 
food’! Roast dinners, bacon & eggs, tasty curries and casserole are all on the Free Food menu for Food 
Optimisers, plus hundreds of other choices to make delicious, slimming meals. 


And the great news is that Food Optimising just got better! More generous, more flexible, more effective than 


Stir in the warmth and support you'll find at Slimming World, and you've got the ultimate recipe for success! 


Slimmin 
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OPEN 7AM TILL10PM-7DAYSA WEEK 
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Arts and Culture Focus supported by BMW Group Plant Oxford 


The Sun Dome comes to Blackbird Leys 


A personal account from Community Journalist Robyn Parfitt, age 14 


FUSION 


Cosmic: Chris Warrick and Jo Silva with the Sun Dome — 
THE SUN DOME came to 


personally think these lights 
are beautiful. 

Next, we learnt that the 
sun has five different layers. 
The core is 50 million degrees 
Celsius and the sun has cooler 
areas called ‘sun spots’. 

We then moved on to 
learning about energy and 
how fossil fuels are bad for us 
(I agree) and how they are 
polluting the Earth. 

We looked at cleaner ways 
to make energy and were told 
that wind farms and solar pan- 
els do not produce enough 
energy for Earth, so scientists 
are looking at making a mini 
sun. 

Scientists have already 
created one called JET which is 
a great success, but they want 
to build a bigger and better 
mini sun machine in the South 
of France, called EETA. We 
were shown a cool animation 
of EETA being built. 

We then zoomed back out 
of our galaxy and the projec- 
tor was turned off. We were 
asked to leave the Sun Dome. 
It was a shame to be leaving 
so soon, but it was time for 


Blackbird Leys. We went to 
the sports centre above 
BLITZ, where Chris Warrick 
and Jo Silva were waiting for 
us. They told us that the Sun 
Dome came from Culham 
Laboratory. 

We were told to climb into 
the Sun Dome and lie on our 


backs. Jo turned on the pro- 
jector and the film started. It 
began with a view of our 
galaxy, the Milky Way, and 
zoomed in. 

Whilst we were zooming in 
(this bit made you feel weird) 
we were told that there are 
over 25 thousand million stars 
in our one galaxy. We passed 


our planets (and were told 
that Pluto is now called a 
moon) until we got to the sun. 

We were told about solar 
flares and how bits of dust and 
things out in space, if they 
come near Earth (Yay!) react 
with our magnetic field and 
create the Aurora Borealis 
A.K.A. the Northern Lights. I 


questions. I didn't have any, 
as they had all been answered 
by the film. 

It was an amazing experi- 
ence, and I'd love to do it 
again. 


Scientific ideas take shape 
in art exhibition 


Curv edGlass 


Sculpture by Nick Turvey 


17 March to 17 May 


Entrance Gallery 


A SERIES OF glass 
sculptures exploring the 
complex — relationship 
between space and sub- 
stance are on display at 
the Museum of the His- 


tory of Science’ in 

Oxford until mid-May. 
The exhibition, 

Curved Glass, by 


acclaimed artist Nick 
Turvey, probes elemen- 
tal form using the vis- 
cosity of molten glass 
and the optics of curved 
surfaces. 

Working with glass- 
blowing maestro Silvano 
Signoretto during an 
artistic residency in 
Murano, Venice, Turvey 
created works relating 
to sub-atomic particle 
theory, informed by 
meetings with physicists 
at the Tata Institute for 
Fundamental Research 
in India. 


The nine sculptures 
present a provocative 
challenge to people's 
perceptions of physical 
matter. 

Nick Turvey com- 


ments: "Art, no less 
than science, is a mode 
of inquiry into the 


nature of our physical 
world. Curved Glass 
seeks to provide 
answers to questions 
more commonly associ- 
ated with © scientific 
study. Developing our 
understanding of space, 
substance and energy is 
too important to be left 
entirely to scientists." 
The Museum of the 
History of Science hous- 
es an unrivalled collec- 
tion of historic scientific 
instruments, in the 
world's oldest surviving 
purpose-built museum. 
As such, it provides 


a stimulating context for 
these sculptures that 
can themselves be seen 
as scientific experi- 
ments. 

On his inspiration for 
the exhibition, Turvey 
adds: "From the alembic 
vessels of the 
alchemists to the lenses 
for telescopes and 
microscopes, the inert- 
ness and transparency 
of glass has served to 
extend our senses into 
previously inaccessible 
regions. Yet the very 
properties that make it 
so useful have also 
made its role invisible". 

"In making these 
sculptures, glass wasn't 
the means of making an 
experiment possible - it 
was the’ experiment 
itself. The optical power 
and distortions of space 
in these sculptures draw 
attention to glass as a 
material inextricably 
entwined with the histo- 
ry of science." 


Admission to Curved 
Glass is free. See 
www.mhs.ox.ac.uk for 
more details. 


Exhibitions for local artist 


Majestic: Roman Arch by Terrentius Andersohn 


ARTIST AND Green Hill resident Terrentius 


Andersohn, who was featured in February's issue 
of this paper, has been given the opportunity to 


hold two exhibitions in Oxford in May and June. 


He will be exhibiting his oil paintings at the Jam 
Factory Gallery in Park End Street from 17 to 28 


May and then just three days later his work 
moves closer to home, to the Glow Hall at the 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre. This will be 
from 31 May to 6 June. 


Terrentius admits to being a bit nervous about 


the prospect of exhibiting twice and is seeking 


framing help from the Oxford College. Alongside 


his paintings he will also be showing several of 
his photographs from Kenya, taken when he 
lived there, which feature wildlife, people and 
landscapes. 


Art and Culture Focus | 
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Beats 
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WITH Easter upon us, and hopefully the 
winter behind, we can look out now for the 
confirmation of this year's festival headline 
acts. Neil Young is the first to be announced 
by the Isle of Wight festival, he will play 
there along with the Prodigy and the Ting 
Tings which kicks off the season on the 12 - 
14th June. 

Michael Jackson has also just announced 
that he will end his live performance career 
with ten dates at the O2 arena London in 
July this year. Tickets are said to be selling 
for as much as £800 for the King of Pop's 
last gigs. Other massive live shows this 
summer include Blur reforming at Hyde Park 
on July 2nd and Madonna live at the O2 
arena on July 4th. Oasis also have some 
summer dates and are being supported 
by The Enemy, who have a new album out 
sometime before the summer... this comes 
with my recommendation and not a hint of 
Paul Weller (unless you count the haircut). 


Also a massive thank you to Spiral 25 who 
sent me a copy of their new CD, They got 
some great reviews for their first live gig @ 
The Cellar. Nightshift Magazine described 
them as 'blissed out hairy rockers' and 
likened them to Black Rebel Motorcycle Club 
and Hawkwind; they got a positive response 
on the night and the CD is definately worth 
a listen, so please check them out at 
www.spiral25.com 


Cheers have a great Easter, 
Trisha 


My recommended Gig guide: 


@ Wednesday April 1st, Oxfringe: 
“Oxfringe Stands Up” - a night of award 
winning comedy at the Brewery Gate 
Oxford. Recommended also by Time Out 
Magazine. Only £6.00 Entry. 


@ N Dubs are playing an over 14 event 
at the Carling Academy on Monday 13th 
April at 7pm. It is a sold out event, but 
try seetickets.com, they sell tickets for 
sold out events for a few extra pennies. 


@ Wednesday May 6, at 7.30pm, McFly 
plus support will be at The New Theatre 
Oxford. There are still tickets available 

for this event. 


In partnership with 


Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 
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New Circuit Training class Why not... 


starts in April! . Try our aspires fitness suite? 
Have a cardiovascular workout and - Booka badminton court? 
improve your strength using Have a game of football 

- Get together for a game of 
Thursdays 7.05-7.55pm basketball’? 


www.oxford.gov.uk 


individual stations in our sports hall. 


Costs from £1.20 Or just pop in and have a look 
around. 

Don't forget we also offfer Body 

Combat, Body Conditioning, 

Aerotone, Tae Kwon Do, Boxercise ®: se —— 


and Step & Tone. | Le ae . 


i}} 
Mi 


Pegasus, Road, Blackbird Leys, Oxford, OX4 6JL 
T: 01865 467020, E:bbleisure@oxford.gov.uk 


Seeking Work? QAEORP a vate 


Great Opportunities to Re-train & Improve your Skills @ OCVC 


Try free ‘Taster’ courses @ our Blackbird Leys Campus Interested in Engineering? 

Brickwork - Carpentry - Making Videos - Short courses include: 

Motor Vehicle Maintenance - Plumbing 17th Edition Wiring Regulations 

Contact - 01865 551216 Plus Electrical Installation, Welding & Fabrication, Composites 


and many more 


How do you ‘Get that Job’? 
Contact - 07824 831803 


Advice on your next Career move, online applications, writing CV’s, 
preparing for interviews Need to Improve your IT skills? 


Need to brush up your English and Maths skills? IT Made Simple: Try our Introductory Course in IT 


ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) - Citizenship courses !*aining to use Word, Excel, Email and Internet 


Contact - 01865 551586 
Train to be a Teacher, Full-time and Part-time 


PTLLS (Introduction to Teaching) - CELTA (Teach English Abroad) Interested in working in a Playgroup or Nursery? 
Contact - 01865 551216 Diploma in Pre-School Practice starts 22nd April 2009 


Contact - 01865 551814 
Are you a woman wanting to improve your IT to enhance 


your job finding skills? Need help to assess your own skills & get advice on re-training? 
IT into Employment Contact OCVC Advice & Guidance on 
starts 22nd April 2009 01865 551810 in Oxford or 01865 551624 in Banbury 


L ee 
fife ther courses Oxford Women’s Training 


Contact - 01865 550827 


Plus other ‘Taster’ courses 


Beauty Therapy - Football Coaching - Hairdressing - Leadership & 
Management Skills - Health and Safety, including CSCS card 


01865 550550 Wwww.ocvc.ac.uk enquiries@ocvc.ac.uk 
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One of many to lose their jobs 
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Syed Hashimi shows Leys News his redundancy letter 


Caribbean Women's d 


BY CRISTINA FERNANDEZ- 
SANTAMARIA 


MORE THAN 100 people 
gathered in The Glow Hall 
(Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre) to celebrate the 
achievements of many women 
who came from the Caribbean 
in the 50s. The day chosen for 
this event was the 28th 
February, the first 
International Women’s Day 
back in 1909. 

The evening started with a 
dinner accompanied by a great 
variety of music - ska, reggae, 
calypso and soca. Old and 
young, locals and visitors of 
Blackbird Leys enjoyed the 
delicious food that was arriving 
from the kitchen where the 
busy Junie James and Co. 
were fighting against the clock 
to make sure food and service 
were as good as this special 
occasion required. 

As people were finishing 
dinner, Pat Green and Ann 
Mobbs made a lovely and 
touching speech remembering 
the achievement, dedication 
and strength of the 
extraordinary women who 
embarked on a long journey 
leaving their homes in the 
Caribbean to start a new life. 

Following the dinner, 
everyone enjoyed the poetry 
recital of Amantha Edmead 
and the singing of Patsy 
Spencer. 

Congratulations to Pat 
Green, Ann Mobbs and Junie 
James for organising and 
hosting this wonderful event. 


SYED HASHIMI is just one of the 
many workers recently laid off in the 
redundancies within the local car 
manufacturing industry. 

After six solid years of working 
for UYS in Cowley, Syed, along with 
the majority of the 200 strong shop 
floor workers, was made redundant 
at the end of February. 

The Japanese company, who 
make parts for Honda cars, has 
dramatically reduced its _ local 
workforce to a skeleton crew. When 
the news came Syed said that he 
was shocked and couldn’t believe 
that this was happening. 

He stated that he didn’t even 
know the meaning of the word 
‘redundancy’ before. What he 
doesn’t understand is how the plant 
has gone from running three shifts 
to this in no time at all. He has been 
told that there are 90,000 unsold 
Honda cars sitting at Southampton. 

Syed lives in Greater Leys, with his 
wife and 13 year-old son Irfan, and 
comes originally from Afghanistan. 
Previously he has worked in the 
building trades. 

He has already been out looking 
for work and is now looking into 
getting a licence to become a street 
trader, to sell popcorn amongst 
other things. 

His wife is an accomplished 
seamstress and is busy learning 
English. His son Irfan is a pupil at 
Cheney School and is a very keen 
and talented rugby player who plays 
for the Oxford Harlequins RFC. 


Above: Patsy 
Spencer having 
dinner with her 
family before her 
performance 


Left: organisers, 
Ann Mobbs and 
Pat Green, giving 
a speech 
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Green Fingers 


It’s potato time! 


IT IS AT this time of year that our 
thoughts turn to getting our seed 
potatoes ready for the planting season, 
and over the years I have seen 
potatoes grown in a whole range of 
containers, not just in the vegetable 
plot. Marshalls, the seed company 
based near Huntingdon, have cottoned 
on to this idea too and they have a 
splendid offer available that I would 
strongly recommend. 

They are offering three large gro- 
sacks (similar to the green garden 
waste sacks that the Oxford City 
Council ask householders to use in the 
city when they are gardening and 
producing debris, which the council 
collect every two weeks). These gro- 
sacks are portable and easy to carry 
as they have two handles, and are 
durable enough to last a good few 
years. The gro-sacks have holes 
strategically placed in them so as to 
avoid water logging. 

The Marshalls offer also includes 15 
seed potatoes, of the 'Swift' variety, 
which are extra early potatoes, and 
can start producing edible harvests 
three weeks before other types of 
potatoes. 

You will have to provide your own 
planting medium, as this isn't included 
in the offer. Once you have the bags, 
seed potatoes and planting medium, 
the idea is to half fill the bag with the 
moist soil/compost, and plant the 
potatoes four inches deep. As the 
plants grow, you add more moist 
soil/compost so as to keep the growth 
tips just below soil level. Keep applying 
the moist planting medium regularly 
until it is two inches below the top of 
the bag. 

To ensure a great harvest, you will 
need to keep the bag lightly watered 
and fed throughout the growing 
process. You will then have some great 
waxy new potatoes to enjoy long 
before your friends. This is a great way 
to grow potatoes on a patio, ina 
greenhouse or on a balcony/yard or 
roof garden. You can even try growing 
them indoors for an extra early 
harvest compared to outdoor 
gardeners. Call Marshalls direct on 
01480 44 33 90 if you want to take up 
this great offer. 

Alternatively, you could try growing 
them in other containers, using the 
same growing techniques. 

However you choose to grow them, 
if you want to speed up the growing 
process, lay out your seed potatoes in 
trays in a cool light place in advance of 
planting and when the shoots are 
about 1 inch long plant them. This 
gives them a good head start. 

Other varieties you could grow in 
the bags or in the vegetable plot are 
Arran Pilot, which is a hugely prolific 
cropper in light soils. Sharpe's 
Express, a white fleshed potato, is 
very good in heavy soil. It can be hard 
to get hold of, but stores wonderfully. 
Catriona has creamy flesh, and is 
great for exhibiting as it has yellow 
tubers flecked with purple patches. 
Romano is an oval potato with white 
flesh but a red skin, it crops later in 
the year and it must be kept watered 
in dry weather, but will reward your 
effort. 

Go on, get out there, spring is 
coming! 

Happy Gardening 
Stuart Mabbutt 


workshop, tour of the campus, a delicious lunch and the viewing of the results of the Love and Justice poetry a 


Oxford Brookes doesn't shy 


away from the big topics! 
Events around the theme of Love and Justice 


BY HELENA RODGER 


ONCE AGAIN Oxford Brookes 
University opened its doors, 
during February to March, to 
the general public with an event 
on ‘Love and Justice’. 

Featuring 'meet the author' 
events, poetry, photography 
and more, this exhibition led 
many people from Oxford 
Brookes University to the 


community of Oxfordshire to 
question what these themes 
meant to them and the results 
were presented during the 
event. 


Michael 
month's featured authors said 
"Love and Justice Month is a 


Cordy, one of the 


great initiative because it 
encourages us all to raise our 
heads for a moment from the 
everyday grindstone and 
consider the values many of us 
take for granted: relationships, 
diversity, tolerance and human 


rights. They shouldn't be taken 
for granted, of course." 
Leys News Community 


Journalists saw the display of 
poetry and competition entries. 


“Soe 
eer d 
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Above and left: Photos from the 
Love and Justice exhibition 


There were many talented 
entries from people of different 
age ranges and backgrounds. 

The winner for the poetry 
competition was Deborah 
Mason and the photography 
competition was won by Emily 
Hirst. Prizes were book tokens 
kindly donated by Blackwell. 

There was also a category 
for school chidren with prizes of 
iPod nanos. 

Oxford Brookes said they 
were delighted by the creative 
responses from members of the 
community, students and staff. 


To read more about these events go to 
www. brookes.ac.uk/about/news/loveandjustice 


Community Journalist 
experiences Oxford Brookes 


BY JEAN DENHAM 


I WAS ONE of the group of 
eight Community Journalists 
who was invited for a tour and 
publishing workshop at Oxford 
Brookes University in February. 

From a personal point of 
view I found the trip to Oxford 
Brookes University a most 
enjoyable experience. The day 
started with a tour of the 
campus by a student 
ambassador. 

As part of the tour we 
viewed a display of the entries 
for the Love and _ Justice 
photography and poetry 
competition which was open to 
members of Oxford Brookes 
University and members of the 
public alike. 

I was impressed with the 
facilities offered to the students 
on the campus. These included 
an IT centre for computer and 
laptop supplies and repair - all 


at very reasonable prices. The 
sports hall is extremely well 
equipped and includes a 
climbing wall for the more 
adventurous. 

After a lunch, provided by 
the University, we attended a 
publishing workshop, which 
was fun as well as being very 
informative. The first part 
consisted of a tutorial by Sally 
Hughes on_ the _ industry 
standard software InDesign 
where we used our own articles 
to practice layout, which made 
this project even more 
interesting. 

The second part of the 
session was an informal lecture 
and discussion by Leander 


Reeves about magazine 
publishing. We discussed the 
Oxford Brookes University 


student magazine DIGs and our 
own Leys News newspaper. 


Thinking about studying at 
Oxford Brookes? Community 
journalist Andrea Pantelic has 
asked some of the questions 
which might be on your 
mind... 


What kind of courses does Oxford Brookes 
Univesity offer? There is a wide range of options, 
everything from anthropology, tourism 
management, law, cancer care, sports coaching and 
Spanish. Then there are vocational options like 
nursing, paramedics and engineering. 


What if I don't have my A levels? The University 
is happy to talk to people who don't have A levels 
because there are other qualifications, like a Higher 
National Diploma (HND), Higher National Certificate 
(HNC) and BTEC that can prepare you for university. 
You may, however, have to do a foundation year 
before you can begin your undergraduate degree. 


What's a foundation year? The foundation 
pathway is designed to provide a bridge between 
secondary school study and undergraduate study at 
university if you don't have your A levels. Over two 
semesters you choose a personal pathway of 
modules that build on your language and academic 
skills and reflect your own subject and career 
interests. They are taught at Brookes and Oxford 
Cherwell Valley College. 


Is it easy to get to? The university is very 
accessible by bus and would be a two-bus ride from 
the Leys. Oxford Brookes has three campuses all 
connected with each other and the city centre by the 
Brookes Bus Network. 


How long will it take me to graduate? That all 
depends on what qualifications you already have. An 
undergraduate degree is three years and done full- 
time. Most of the undergraduate courses in the 
modular programme can be studied part-time and it 
takes usually approximately twice as long as the 
standard three year course with a maximum length 
of eight years. 


How do I apply? Potential students must apply 
online. The deadline is over for courses beginning in 
September 2009, so any applications submitted now 
are for entry in 2010. Use the online Universities and 
College Admissions Service (UCAS) to apply for 
undergraduate study, foundation degrees, 
foundation diplomas, and some_ mechanical 
engineering courses. 


Does it matter how old I am? More and more 
students are graduating from Oxford Brookes in their 
30s, 40s, 50s, 60s and above. Their results are as 
good as, if not better than, those of their younger 
counterparts. Any student entering university after 
their 21st birthday is technically a mature student., 
Oxford Brookes' Mature Students’ Advisory Service is 
there to provide support and guidance. 


How much will it cost? For 2009-10, the cost of 
full-time tuition is £3,225. There are all types of 
scholarships, bursaries and loans available. There is 
a budget calculator and a list of all the different kinds 
of bursaries and scholarships on the university's 
website. 


Can I study taster modules? Associate students 
study modules from the Undergraduate Modular 
Programme without being registered for a diploma or 
degree course. The university is offering a special 
deal to residents of Blackbird Leys to allow them to 
take specific modules for £10. 


What are Community Scholarships? The 
Community Scholarships scheme is for local students 


... Leys News Learning Special... 


The Leys goes to Brookes 


In late February Leys News community journalists were invited to visit Oxford Brookes University for the day. The day consisted of a publishing 


f 


who have the ability to get the 
grades they need to get into 
university. They may have become 
role models within their school or 
college, overcome personal or social 
difficulties or shown outstanding 
commitment to their studies. 
Students selected for this 
scholarship will receive £1,000 a 
year for each year for their course, 
up to four years. This sum does not 
need to be repaid and will not affect 
any other financial support the 
student is eligible for. In addition 
anyone with three straight A's 
qualifies for an Academic Excellence 
Scholarship worth £2,000 a year. 


What is a sandwich year? A lot of 
degree courses have a one-year 


placement where you work in the 
industry in which you are studying. 
This gives you work experience in 
the field and can build contacts for a 
future job. 


What about childcare? There is a 
nursery on campus but there is a 
waiting list. 


For more information, call the 
Enquiry Centre at 01865 484848 

or email questions at 

query @brookes.ac.uk 

The university's website 
www.brookes.ac.uk is very helpful 
and can answer most questions you 
might have. 


Above: 
Community 
journalists take 
partina 
publishing 
workshop at 
Oxford Brookes 
University. 


Left: Temporary 
out-door 
recycling 
exhibition. 


<a % | Ye ry Ts 
| Seay 


nd photography competition. 


Another day at Oxford Brookes University 


BY AYIAN SIGAL 


COMING FROM Ethiopia, where I went 
to school, I found the education system 
in England absolutely different. I had to 
adapt quickly to be able to move 
forward in higher education. I took the 
route of foundation year, to allow me to 
take some compulsory modules. I then 
joined Environmental Science for the 
full BSc program, which I completed in 
2005. Being a single mother and 
mature student was not easy but my 
determination kept me going. 

I would encourage anyone in the 
community to take courses at Oxford 
Brookes University because it is local 
and also they offer flexible courses. 
They are always there to offer support 
and advice such as difficulty with 
money matters and course work. One 
thing I really enjoyed about studying at 
Oxford Brookes University was that I 


was able to design my own course 
whereby I pick to study what I choose 
through combined study mode. As a ist 
year student I started doing the 
Environmental Science full degree 
course, but after a year I discovered 
that the program did not offer me all I 
wanted to study. Then I was allowed to 
do half of my degree in combined 
studies, which meant I could access 
other departments, such as the school 
of Social Sciences and Law. 

I have to say that my learning 
experience did not stop at university 
level since I left Oxford Brookes 
University, but it continued at a 
community level. I am a great believer 
of learning in a community. I have been 
involved in community work for the 
past five years and part of it is 
volunteering as a journalist for Leys 
News. 

Through Leys News on February 
23rd I got a great opportunity for 
another day of learning at Oxford 
Brookes University. It was a great 
feeling to be back at Oxford Brookes 
University. Spending a half day at the 
publishing department to learn using 
software called InDesign. 

I was surprised how much I learnt in 
a couple of hours designing articles for 
publication using InDesign, and now I 
have a foundation to go back again to 
use InDesign with confidence. 


THE Clockhouse IT Project has received 
a boost with the arrival and installation 
of five networked PCs in the IT suite 
funded through a grant from Blackbird 
Leys Parish Council and support from 
UK Online. 

The room inside the centre is aimed 
at people over 50 who have an OX4 
postcode and offers flexible and free 
courses for beginners and improvers in 
the Microsoft Office suite of 
programmes, email, internet search, 
anti-virus awareness, spreadsheets 
and digital photography. 

Founder, chairman and tutor Gerry 
Webb said: "It's been a lot of hard work 
getting to this stage, but it's been a 
team effort to overcome the obstacles. 


IT's all happening at 
the Clockhouse 


Pictured are 
the project's 
treasurer 
Jimmy 
Hayes (left) 
with 
chairman 
Gerry Webb 
(right). 


Now we want to see more people use 
the facility.” 

Gerry stresses that the facility is 
fully independent, is wheelchair 
accessible, (but appointments are 
advised) and while the sessions are 
free they ask for a donation towards 
tea, coffee as well as any printing that 
people might do. He also said that they 
are looking for donations of computer 
chairs. 

The project held an open day at the 
Clockhouse on Saturday 21st March to 
tell people about what it can offer and 
to encourage the registration of people 
on short courses on Thursday and 
Friday mornings. 


Courses at the Clockhouse 


Get Crafty at the Clockhouse. A chance to be creative, and try several 
different crafts such as glass-painting, card-making or mosaic, with the help 
of a friendly tutor. Group members will be involved in choosing which crafts 
are covered. One 2 hour session per week for 10 weeks. Cost £2 per 


session towards materials. 


Singing for Fun. Aimed at everyone who enjoys singing — including those 
who just sing in the shower! - and those who think they can’t sing. No 
auditions and you don’t have to be able to read music. Come and learn 


some great songs from all over the world. 


for 10 weeks. Free. 


One 2 hour session per week 


First Aid. Practical and fun sessions to boost confidence and know-how for 
dealing with a range of different situations such as strokes, falls, and burns. 
Advice will be given on adapting first aid techniques if your own mobility is 

limited. A five week course, two hours per week. Free. 


Gardening. Learn how to grow beautiful flowers and delicious veg. 
Gardening is good for your health and for your pocket. Sessions will be 


planned in response to what you want to learn. 


One 2 hour session per 


week for 10 weeks. Cost £2 per session towards materials. 


The courses are funded by a ‘First Steps’ grant from Oxfordshire 
County Council Adult Learning. All Clockhouse Project activities aim 

to be friendly, fun and low-cost or free. Most of the sessions will 

run at the Clockhouse Community Centre, Long Ground, Greater Leys. 
You need to book a place - first come, first served. 


For details of times and other info, phone Sally Meachim tel: 01865 395908 


or email: clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this page. If you 
are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes University please 
contact the enquiry centre on 01865 484848 


OXFORD 


or email marie.jones@brookes.ac.uk 
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Need help giving up smoking? 


sit Go) 


With your local 
NHS Stop Smoking Service 


FREE advice and support 
in Oxfordshire 
for smokers who want to quit 


0845 40 80 300 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 
Supporting people through the process of quitting 


VA 
SMOKEFREE /[)"/s hy 


Catalyst Communities Housing Association 
has a few vacant flats available for people over 55 years old 


A few one-bedroom flats suitable for singles or couples are available 
at Potters Court, Robin Place, Oxford OX4 7FF. All flats have fitted 
kitchens, hob, fridge/freezer and carpets in lounge, hall and 
bedroom. 

Shared facilities include communal lounge, laundry, assisted 
bathroom, guest suite, small gym, gardens and lift to all floors. 

Scheme has a non-resident part-time sheltered housing officer, 
and a Care Centre is provided out of office hours. The flats are close 
to local shops, and to a bus route for the city centre. 


The flats are available through Oxford City Council’s Choice Based 
Lettings Scheme. Application forms are available from Oxford City 
Council Housing Needs Team at St Aldate’s (call 01865 252858). 
Alternatively collect an application form from any local service shop. 


If you would like further information please phone Catalyst 
Communities Housing on 01865 712244. 


Catalyst 


, a Ae | 
Top and left: Potters Court, Robin Place, X Soman 
Sect 


Oxford OX4 7FF. 
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Baby Massage at Cuddesdon 


BY KATIE CHESTER 


EVERY TUESDAY MORNING a 
group of mums meet at Cuddes- 
don Corner Children's centre to 
give their babies a massage. I've 
been taking my baby since she 
was six weeks old and I know how 
much she enjoys it, so I decided to 
interview the group leader, Monika 
Celebi. 'Massage has a number of 
benefits on many levels for both 
parent and baby,’ she_ said, 
‘Research has shown that babies 
who are massaged put on more 
weight and are easier to calm. It 
also helps with bonding and com- 
munication between parent and 
child." 

Attending the group not only 
allows the parents to learn mas- 
sage techniques, it's also an 
opportunity to talk with other par- 
ents and share ideas and con- 
cerns. Friendships are formed and 
there are plenty of opportunities 
for the babies to interact with each 
other too. Monika said, 'Everyone 
goes through the same stages and 
problems and being part of the 
group helps people to feel less iso- 


sy — 


Baby Freya Townsend enjoys a massage 


lated." Not only this, but baby 
massage is fun, for both parents 
and babies. 

The session starts with chat- 
ting and sharing news, informa- 
tion and concerns. Monika then 
talks the parents through the 
massage routine, which involves 
songs and nursery rhymes. 

Parents are encouraged to 
become sensitive towards what 
their babies are communicating as 
the massage is always done with, 
and not to, the baby. The first few 
times the baby may just want to 
have their feet and legs massaged 
for example. At the end of the 
session there is a calming lullaby 
and a bit of time to chill out before 
going home - a 'welcome, accept- 
ing, nurturing space’ Monika said. 

Emma Bolam from Greater 
Leys who attends the group with 
her 7 month old son, Alex, said, 
‘Baby massage provides the 
opportunity for babies to enjoy 
close contact with their parent in a 
comfortable and peaceful environ- 
ment. It's also a great way for the 
parent to relax and gain invaluable 


advice from the tutor and other 
parents.’ 

Wendy Groves, also of Greater 
Leys, comes to the group with her 
seven month old daughter Evie. 
She said, 'Baby massage has 
helped us to establish a bath and 
bedtime routine. Evie thinks it's 
great fun and it's also been a good 
way to meet other mums and 
babies in the area.' 

The baby massage group is 
suitable for babies from 6 weeks 
old until they become too mobile 
and wriggly - at which stage the 
time and place for massage is dic- 
tated by the baby and not the 
group meeting time! Parents can 
continue to use the techniques 
they've learned to massage baby 
at home, and it makes a nice 
calming part of a bedtime routine. 
Massage has proven to be benefi- 
cial for premature babies and 
those with special needs too. If a 
baby has particular special needs 
that would make the group 
unsuitable, one to one sessions 
can be arranged. Monika always 
meets new participants in a one to 
one session prior to joining the 
group so that they can share their 
birth story and discuss their needs 
and expectations. 

Baby massage is free to resi- 
dents of the Leys and is sponsored 
by the children's centre working in 
conjunction with OXPIP. OXPIP 
(the Oxford Parent - Infant Pro- 
ject) is a local charity which exists 
to promote good relationships 
between parents and their babies. 
OXPIP offers counselling, support 
and help to parents who may be 
struggling with new babies and 
the emphasis is on establishing a 
good relationship in the beginning 
so as to avoid potential problems 
later on. OXPIP can offer free 
counselling to residents of the 
Leys via the children's centre. 


Anyone interested in baby mas- 
sage or OXPIP should contact 
Monika on 07879 674425. 


Get gardening with SLIGO 


SLIGO is the name of the new gardening 


club, set up by Kaye Ellis of Russell 
House, off Acacia Avenue, for anyone 
over 50s with a common interest in the 
wide subject of gardening. SLIGO, which 
stands for Senior Leys Independent 
Gardening Organisation, is currently 
meeting monthly at the Clockhouse on 
Long Ground. 

Kaye has been the driving force 
behind reviving the gardens at Russell 
House, where she moved a few years 
ago. Despite some setbacks through 
vandalism and theft, the project has 
continued. Several local companies have 
generously donated plants, tools and 
sheds. 

Now she wants to spread the 
enthusiasm for things green to other 
older residents and formed the group 
with the intention of sharing knowledge, 
getting expert speakers in and going on 
trips. 'My aim is to get people out and 
about; to participate in doing something 
worthwhile for the community and 
themselves,’ she said. 

SLIGO already has a few keen 
members and is looking for more people 
to join its committee, particularly a 
treasurer. They are holding a jumble sale 
on Saturday 16 May at the Sacred Heart 
Church. Call Kaye Ellis on 01865 395031 
and she'll gladly tell you more about the 
group and when it meets. 


] 


Kaye Ellis - the founder of SLIGO 
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Pathway on a roll 


RUNNING, WALKING AND CYCLING their way to raise funds, 
people connected to the Pathway Workshop in Dunnock Way 
have organised a fun run in the park in May and a cycle ride to 
Normandy in June. 

The Rotary-organised event, 'Fun Run in the Park', on 
Saturday 9 May, now in its fifth year, offers the chance for 
people to participate, either running or walking, in the three- 
and-a-half kilometre circuit. Three teams of four from Pathway 
have already entered, and runners or walkers can be sponsored. 
Fancy dress is encouraged and there are a number of prizes to 
be won in different categories, not just for sartorial style. The 
project was a success last year at University Parks. 

In June a team from the workshop is joining a Unicef bike 
ride to Argentan in Normandy, Abingdon's twin town. Richard 
Smart, from the workshop, has got a team of four cyclists 
together for the French trip in June. This will be over the D-day 
weekend and the team will stop at Pegasus Bridge on the way. 
This is a one-way trip totalling about 150 miles. Again cyclists 
are looking for sponsorship to raise money for the Pathway 
Workshop. Serious training was beginning in late March. 


Anyone who wants to join them in any way should contact the 
workshop on 01865 714111 
or via enquiries@pathway-workshop.co.uk 


Healthy heart checks 


FREE HEALTHY heart checks are on offer at selected pharmacies 
and some GP surgeries in Blackbird Leys and other areas of 
Oxford. The checks are for people aged 40-74 years and are 
aimed at identifying those who might be at risk of having a 
heart attack or stroke. The pharmacy check involves having your 
blood pressure measured, your weight checked and answering a 
few questions about exercise and whether you smoke or drink 
alcohol. 


The checks are available at The Leys Pharmacy, Spar 
Supermarket, Dunnock Way; Lloyds Pharmacy, 100 Blackbird 
Leys Road and Lloyds Pharmacy, Blackbird Leys Health Centre, 
Dunnock Way. 


THE LEYS PHARMACY 


Your Local Community Pharmacy 


‘Championing your health’ 


Monday to Saturday: 7am-10pm, 
Sunday: 9am-8pm 
Order and collect your prescription at your convenience. Your 


local community pharmacy opening at a time that is 
convenient for you. 


@ Free Prescription Collection and Delivery services 

lf Free Blood Pressure Testing 

@ Free Diabetes Screening 

li Free EHC (Emergency Hormonal Contraception) pill for under 18s 
Free Disposal of Unwanted Medicines 

li Free Medicine Review Services 

i Free Professional Advice on Health Related Matters 

@ Repeat Dispensing Services 

@ Residential and Nursing Homes Services 


Other pharmacy services are available. Please ask us for 
details. 


Address: in Spar, Dunnock Way, Greater Leys, 
Tel: 01865 401430 Fax: 01865 401435 
Email: theleys.pharmacy@npanet.co.uk 


What’s on at The Leys Children’s Centre 
EVERYONE WELCOME! * childcare available 


Morning Afternoon 


Cuddesdon Drop-in for Babies and dads, mums and carers |Creative Group* for parents 12.30pm-2.00pm 
Corner 9.30am—11.30am (£1.50 contribution for materials) 

01865 773263 Contact Mikko Enticknap, 01865 773263 

(Linked with The Listening Centre 


Orchard Meadow School ad 
01865 778609) 12.30pm—9.00pm, phone 01865 794794 


Aromatherapy (beginners)* 
9.30am—11.00am, Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615 


Salsa* PEEP for babies 
01865 777175 9.30am—10.30am , Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615 (Birth — 1 year) 

Pottery* 10.30am-11.30am 1.30pm-2.30pm 

Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615 call 01865 395145 


Windale Stay and Play 9.30am-11.00am 
01865 777796 Contact Teresa Fieldwick 01865 777796 


Tuesday Cuddesdon PEEP for 1s 9.30am - 10.30am Call 01865 395145 | The Listening Centre 
Corner 5.00pm — 9.00pm 
Baby massage 10.15am — 11.15am 


, Parent-talk 7.30pm — 9.30pm 
ee ne Tee contact Rosie Hill 01865 875482 


Stay and Play with 
lunch (small fee) 11am — 2pm 


Helping your children with Reading and Writing* 
Starting 3 March 9.30am - 11.00am 
Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615 


Aromatherapy (beginners)* 
9.30am—11.00am contact Teresa Fieldwick 01865 779615 


ESOL Women’s group* 9.30am-11.30am feenane cab Pik oats ai The Listening 
contact 01865 773263 pm—-spm Contact Claire yonnson = 

for details 01865 773263 Sense ene 
Make Up course% starting 4 March Midwife Clinic for post natal and baby checks, 
9.30am-11.30am Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615 support and advice, 12.30pm—2.30pm - drop-in or 

phone 01865 221696 for an appointment 

PEEP Baby Group 1.30pm—2.30pm 

Call 01865 395145 


Stay and Play 9.00am-11.30am Stay and Play 12.45pm-3.00pm 
Parent-talk 10am-—2pm contact Rosie Hill 01865 875482 


Creative Group* 
12.30pm-2.30 pm 
Contact Teresa Fieldwick 01865 777796 


Thursday Cuddesdon Family Links* starting 30 April Sewing Group* 12.30pm-2.30pm 
Corner 9.30 am - 11.30 am Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615 
Contact Maria O'Reilly-Brookes 01865 779615 
: ; Creative Group* 1.00pm-2.30pm 
Agnes Smith Advice Centre Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615 
(for advice on benefits, money advice and debts) 
10am—1pm. Contact Jackie Knight 01865 770206 The Listening Centre 5pm-9pm 


Windale PEEP for 1s 
9.30am—10.30am. Call 01865 395145 


Cuddesdon The Baby Café (supporting breastfeeding) Job Centre Plus 
Corner 10.30am—12.30pm. Carole Roberts 01865 788688 12.30pm—3.00pm 
Pi Contact Claire 
Stay & Play with lunch Johnson for details 
11am — 2pm (small fee) 


Parents Coffee Morning 9am-11am COMING SOON... 


Cuddesdon Dads’ Zone Family Links at Windale (day to be arranged). 
Corner 10am-—12pm Every other Saturday, 4 and 18 April Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615 


Helping children to Learn at Windale 
PEEP groups running at other venues Contact Anne Wells 01865 779615 


(contact 01865 395145 for more information) 
SCHOOL BREAK: 


PEEP for babies: Monday 9.30am-10.30am, Dovecote Monday gth April to Friday 47th April 


PEEP for babies: Monday 1.30pm-—2.30pm, Pegasus 


tp OXFORDSHIRE 
eae COUNTY COUNCIL 


PEEP for 2s: Monday 1.30pm-2.30pm, Holy Family Church 
7 


PEEP for 2s: Wednesday 9.30am-10.30am, Dovecote ; oo Chy dren’s Centre S$ 
PEEP for babies: 1.30pm-—2.30pm, Leys Health Centre 


for families in Oxfordshire 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 Leys Creativity | a 


If you would like to see your work featured on this page please email photos, poems 
or stories to editor@leysnews.co.uk or post artwork to 26 Kingfisher Green, Blackbird 
Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. Include a stamped addressed envelope if you would like your 


work returned. CONTRACTORS 


Many thanks to DW Contractors for sponsoring this page. 


Sending out a positive vibe 


Leys News visits three new projects aimed at involving young people in creative 


Art Club 

The Art Club, at the Youth 
and Community Centre on 
Friday afternoons, has been 
running for a few weeks, 
and each session pulls in 
well over a dozen young 
people. 

The two hour sessions 
include: painting, mosaic 
making, card making and 
other artistic endeavours. 

The group has been ini- 
tiated and run by the local 


Hanlon, Jane Kerry and 
Larry Ojerinde were all 
present at this session 
helping to facilitate the 
informal session, along with 
Krystiane Jenkins, who 
brought along some chil- 
dren with her before get- 
ting into grouting the 
mosaics. 


Positive Lyrics project 
Friday afternoons at the 
Soundworks Studio behind 


their weekly session in the 
studio, putting together 
music and lyrics. 
Collectively they call 
themselves Swiftly Movers 
(except for one, who 
retains her own name, Ellia 
Townsend). The group was 
rehearsing for a perform- 
ance in Birmingham the 
next day. Also present were 
Jungle Drummer (Chris) 
and DJ Fu (Anthony) who 
were offering their expert- 


Left: Young artists with 
street warden Michael 
Hanlon and volunteer 
helper Krystiane Jenkins. 


Below: Swiftly Movers with 
Jungle Drummer and Dj Fu. 


Bottom: Mechanical team: 
Connor Thorpe, Dean 
O'Malley and Josh 
Champion 


were well impressed with 
the young local talent they 
had met and heard. 

Swiftly Movers (plus 
one) were due to perform 
at the Anti Knife Confer- 
ence at Kassam Stadium on 
Friday 27 March, organised 
by the CDI. 


Trax Project 

At the same time, over at 
the Barn, a group of nine 
young men were engaged 
in a team-building discus- 
sion led by two workers 
from the Trax Project. Then 
the overalls and tools came 


All pictures by Andy Proper 


pursuits at weekends 


sessions was set up by the 
Street Wardens, who hav- 
ing a pot of money to 
invest, decided to get the 
Trax Project on board. 

Half of the participants 
were recommended by the 
Oxford Academy and the 
remainder through contact 
on the streets by the war- 
dens. 

Street Warden Malcolm 
Taylor commented "I'm 


really pleased with the way 


out, and they proceeded to | 


strip down the go karts 
they had assembled the 
previous week. 

They were 
mechanical skills and co- 
operating with sharing the 
box of tools in teams of 
three. One of them, who 
chose to be anonymous, 


learning 


that both this and the art 
project are going. We've 
had support from Catalyst 
Housing and local business- 
es have contributed materi- 
als." 

All three sessions plus 
the Weekender sessions at 
the Youth Centre on a Fri- 
day evening and the Twi- 
light Football League have 
been funded through 
money obtained by Oxford 
Safer Communities. 


Street Wardens and is run- 
ning to the end of March. 
Street wardens’ Michael 


the Community Centre is ise 
also when the Positive 
Lyrics Project assembles for 


Eggs and bunnies for Easter! 


in their fields to the 
young aspiring rappers. 
They said that they 


Here are some Easter 
themed pictures coloured in 
by children living in 
Kingfisher Green. 

Top left: Easter Egg by 
Lehia Platt, age 10. 


Top right: Easter Egg by 
Danah Platt, age 7. 


Bottom left: Hayley 
Manning, age 8. 


Bottom right: Tia Berry, 
age 5. 


Parents! Send us your children’s picture and the best will be featured on this page 


said "Being here keeps me 
out of trouble." 

This was exactly the rea- 
son why this series of six 


Poetry Corner 


Who would be a horse? 
by D W Andrews 


I can remember when I was young, 

When my owner loved me, 

And rode me for fun. 

My mistress a girl with long blonde hair, 

Who has now left school, 

And no longer seems to care, 

All her time is taken with new clothes 
and boys. 

When once I was the favourite of all her 
toys, 

I'm lucky if I see her but once a day, 

Then it's a pat on the head, 

And an armful of hay. 

The days are long, 

The nights are cold, 

Then a horse-box arrives, 

I hear I've been sold. 

Out of the mud, 

Out of the rain, 

Thank God for that, 

As my back feet are lame, 

The journey was long, 

But at last I am there: 

It's a sanctuary for horses 

With good food, love and care. 


Will of Iron 
by Rae Staples 


Burnish up the sword of justice and might 
to keen the edge of blunted morals and fight 
to wrought a future that's golden and bright 
with sterling qualities forged with foresight 
not alloyed with fear and hate 


Don the armour of compassion, be steadfast 
temper justice with mercy that will outlast 
quench the fires of all evils of the past 

be counted! Nail your colours to the mast! 
no doubts to erode and rust 

be gallvanised and just 


Lift up the stainless shield, take a stand 

a silver speculum, reflect the good our land 
drive out the dross and swarf and demand 
tough tensile strength to steel the hand 
against mercurial shifting mores 

Cast the die! Anchor our shores! 


Poetry Competition 

If you write a poem which hasn't been 
published elsewhere we can enter it in a 
national poetry competition run by United 
Press on your behalf. All regional winners will 
have their books published in a poetry book 
and an overall winner wins £1000. 


14 | Competitions 


Leys News | April 2009 


The nad haveer’'s mUSseal Fea party 


WE HAVE THREE competitions 
this issue - each with a prize of 
a family ticket to The Mad 
Hatter’s Musical Tea Party 
concert in Oxford Town Hall, 
but you will have to be quick - 
the concert is next week 
(Sunday 5th April) so the 
deadline to receive your entries 
is this coming Wednesday ist 
April. 

The music includes 'The 
Girl with the Flaxen Hair’, 'A 
Musical Joke', 'The Waltzing Cat' and of course, 'Tea for Two!'. If you 
are not lucky enough to win one of the competitions Oxford 
Philomusica are offering Leys News readers a special offer of a family 
ticket for £10, Adult tickets for £5 and children's tickets for £3. Box 
Office: 0208 4501060 


Congratulations to 
Grace Jinjika for 
winning the 
Wordsearch in 
issue 65. Grace 
wins 2 cinema 
tickets kindly 
donated by Vue 
Cinema. Thank 
you to everybody | __ 


who entered. ; 
; « 
Ca 


Competition two 


Code breaker for any age: Work out the phrase below. You can 
find the code on our website www.leysnews.co.uk enter by email 


to officemanager@leysnews.co.uk or post to our usual address. 


o#& LESYHF+TE £6 


Competition one 


Wordsearch compiled by Community Journalist Zoe, age 


10. This competition can be entered by adults or 
children. Find all 20 words associated with Alice in 


Wonderland. The words to seek can run in any direction, 
up, down, sideways, backwards or at a 45 degree angle. 
Some start with the last letter at the top and end with 


the first letter at the bottom. Send your entry to 


(Closing date: 1st April) 
Name: ........002 
AAGNOSS? siscecesvec occupa estes ees eaten cees 


PNON€ NUMDE?: ........ccceeesseeeeesseeeees 


Wordsearch Competition, 26 Kingfisher Green, Blackbird 


Leys, Oxford. 


mengmw 


drinkme 


alice 


WY) cr 


lewiscarroll 
rabbithole 
madhatter 
teaparty 
dormouse 
whiterabbit 
eatme 


cheshirecat 


TN ODO YW — 


—-ODDTEOSRrTDO—e B90 se 


marchhare 


lookingglass 


OO-OoO-S5D7ON 


queenofhearts 
whiteknight 
tweedledee 
tweedledum 


redqueen 


—D3ZRrOUTOCOAQVAOKR 
O0nVDA~—anAARQASFQOD 
ARZaQaongocnoaxo-ana 


jabberwocky 


iteknight 
dakeeieriuw 
aaoemtfboe 
tbhbsqskbaee 
l|Iwbuhancwd 
mgeereriul 
trgermecre 
aetndwluid 
ciroiloitimu 
hesfykectm 
aeehhmod km 
dqueeneoey 
| Scarrolle 
Sytrapaetr 
lohtibbarh 
nlasmeakkr 


Competition three 


Colouring competition for under 16's. Send 
your entry to The Mad Hatter’s Colouring 
competition, 26 Kingfisher Green, Blackbird 
Leys, OX4 7BX by 1st April. 


NOMON iccnctee: crete ttaihrncnieess ABES wicciescevaserieys 
ACONGSS= tase aainiedl sal at etiniestanidees 


Phone NUMDEP: ..........22::cceseeeereeeees 
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Advice 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 
Gives free independent and 
impartial advice. Drop-in 
sessions are in the centre 
Monday 2-4pm and Friday 
10am-12pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse Tuesday 
and Thursday 10am-12pm. 
Call 01865 770206 for further 
information or if you would like 
to arrange an appointment. 


Children 
and young people 


Leys Kiddie Club 

In the Dovecote Family Drop-in 
Room, Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays & Fridays, 
9.30am-2.30pm. 75p. 

@ Ruth Brown, 07985 637487. 


Beavers (aged 6-8) 

Blackbird Leys Scout Hut on 
Sandy Lane. Tuesdays 5-6pm. 
@ Duncan Bowler 07766293353 
email baloo@35thoxford.com 


BLAP after school club 

1 Cuddesdon Way. Monday to 
Friday 3pm-5pm for children 
aged 5-16. @ 01865 747704 


Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities and advice for young 
people. @ 01865 772886. 


The Barn Youth Project 
Session for young people is on 
Mondays 5.30-7.30pm. 


Cubs (aged 8-102) 

Blackbird Leys Scout Hut on 
Sandy Lane. Tues 6.30pm-8pm. 
@ Duncan Bowler 07766293353 
email baloo@35thoxford.com 


Cheerleading for girls aged 6 
& over 

Leisure Centre on Pegasus Road. 
Tuesdays 4.30pm. 50p a 
session. Run by the Leys Youth 
Programme. @ Matt & Katie 
Gamble, 01865 427075. 


Dovecote After School Club 
(for 4-12 year olds) 
Monday-Thursday, 3.15-5pm, at 
the Dovecote. Cost: 75p per 
session. 


Parent session at Pegasus 
School 

Each Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday (Leys Children's Centre) 
9.15am - 11.15am. 

@ Anne Wells on 01865 777175 


35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler 07766293353 
email baloo@35thoxford.com 


Starlight Black Child 

Mixed Heritage Group 

At Kingfisher Green. 

The group provides a safe forum 
to explore issues of race and 
racism with other parents and 
occasional guest speakers, while 
the children have fun playing 
and getting to know each other. 
@ 01865 776691 


01865 711756 
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A quick guide to what's available on the estate. If you have a service or event you'd like to 
include in What's On, please ring 01865 711756. 


5-a-side football for girls 
Leisure Centre on Fridays. 
5-6pm for years 3-6. 

6-7pm for years 7 upwards. 
Cost 50p. Run by the Leys Youth 
Programme. 

@ Matt & Katie Gamble, 01865 
427075 


5-a-side football for boys 
Leisure Centre on Fridays. 
4-5pm for school years 3-6. 
5-6pm for years 7-9. 

6-7pm for years 10 & 11. 
Cost 50p. Run by the Leys Youth 
Programme. 

@ Matt & Katie Gamble, 01865 
427075. 


Computers 


Blackbird Leys IT Hub (Blitz) 
Blitz runs a drop-in when you 
can use the computers for free. 
9.30am-4.30pm Monday to 
Fridays, 10am-1pm Saturdays. 
@ John 01865 714492 


Learning and 
education 


Able Centre 

Free courses in Maths and 
English in friendly groups. 
@ Annette, 01865 776334 


Oxford Brookes University 
Offer tasters and introductory higher 
education modules at special rates 
for Leys residents. 

@ Marie Jones 01865 484866 
Marie.jones@brookes.ac.uk 


Oxford Women’s Training 
Scheme 

@ Helen McLuckie 01865 
550227 
hmcluckie@ocuc.ac.uk 


Well-being 


The Listening Centre. 
Cuddesdon Corner Family 
Centre. 

Mondays: 12.30pm-8.30pm. 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays: 5.30pm-8.30pm. 
@ 01865 794794 


Oxford Survivors Free Drop- 
in 

A self-help group of people who 
use or have used Mental Health 
Services. Relax, read, play 
board games, chat. Snacks, hot 
lunch and drinks available. 

Fri and Sat, 10.30am-3.30pm 
Blackbird Leys Community 
centre. 

@ 01865 455868 
(answerphone) 
oxford.survivors@supanet.com 


Slimming World 

Every Thursday at the Leisure 
Centre, Pegasus Road, 7.00pm 
@ Gill 01865 730009 


Older people 


Silver Circle 

Meets at the Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre on Blackbird 
Leys Road. Tuesdays 
1.00pm-3.30pm. Meet for trips, 
chats, tea, and bingo. @ 01865 
435954. 


Golden Circle 

Meets for bingo, trips and tea at 
the Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre on Blackbird Leys Road. 
Thursdays 1.00pm-3.30pm. & 
01865 460592. 


Stretch and Relax 

Gentle exercise group for over 
50s, Clockhouse Community 
Centre, Long Ground, Greater 
Leys every Tuesday 10-11 am. 
£1.50 includes refreshments 
afterwards. 

Tel: 01865 395908. 


Tai chi for the over 50s 
Clockhouse Community Centre 
every Thursday, 10am-1ilam, 
£1.50. 

Free refreshments afterwards 
(tea & light lunch) @ 01865 
395908 or 07972751317 


Monday Iunch club for the over- 
50s 
Clockhouse, 10am-1.30pm. 


Thursday lunch club for the 
over-50s 
The Barn, 10am-2pm. 


Leys Over 60s Club 

Holy Family Church Hall. 
Wednesdays from 1.30pm-4pm. 
Meet for trips, bingo, card games, 
a chat and free refreshments. 


Leisure 
Boxing training 
Youth Centre at the Leys Linx 
Centre on Blackbird Leys Rd. 
Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 
7.30-9.00pm. 
@ 01865 715815. 


Blackbird Leys Choir 
Orchard Meadow School Hall, 
Wed, 6.30pm- 8.30pm. 

@ Zoe 07870377251 


Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds & 
Thurs, 5pm. 


Blackbird Leys Swimming 
Pool 

Blackbird Leys Road. General 
swimming times are Mon & Fri 
5.45-6.45pm, and 

Sat & Sun 11.15am-1.00pm. 
@ 01865 467042. 


Property 


First Floor Flat For sale in 
Greater Leys £115,000. 

One Bedroom, Gas Central 
Heating, Allocated Parking, Rear 
garden. 

@ 07974 791319 to view 


Sacred Heart Catholic 


Church 

@ Fr. David Hartley, 01865 
779658. 

Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys 
OX4 6BD. Car park in Poulton 
Place. Serving Blackbird Leys, 
Greater Leys, Garsington and 
Cuddesdon. 


Regular Services: 
Sundays: Masses, 9.30am & 
6pm. 

Mondays: Mass, 9am. 
Tuesdays: Rosary, 7pm, and 
Mass, 7.30pm. 

Thursdays: Adoration, 
6.30pm, and Mass, 7pm. 
Fridays: Mass, 9am. 
Saturday: Mass, 10am, and 
Confessions, 10.30am. 


Mass in Portuguese: 
Every Sunday at 12 noon. 
Everyone is very welcome. 


Leys Community Church 
@ Richard and Kate 
Colbrook, 01865 714153. 
The Leys Community 
Church meets at 3.30pm on 
a Sunday afternoon at the 
Church of the Holy Family. 
Meetings include special 
activities for children and 
young people. 


The Church of the Holy Family 

@ Rev David Parry, 01865 778728. 
Eucharist: Every Sunday, 10am 
Children's Church: Sunday, 6.30pm 


Timeout: Reflective evening 
worship. Most Wednesdays at 
7.30pm 


Sunday 5th Palm Sunday: 10am, 
Procession and Eucharist 


Wednesday 8th: 7.30pm, Stations 
on the Way of the Cross 


Thursday 9th Maundy Thursday: 
7pm, Passover & Lord’s Supper 


Friday 10th Good Friday: 10.30am, 
Walk of Prayer & Witness on the 
estate. 7pm, Service for Good 
Friday Evening 


Saturday 11th: Church 
Springcleaning! 


Sunday 12th EASTER DAY: 
5.30am, Dawn Service, followed by 
Breakfast; 10am, Eucharist 


Sunday 19th: Honouring the 
Ministry of Jim Hewitt, as Church 
Community Worker; 10am Service, 
followed by bring and share Lunch 


Thursday 21st May, Ascension Day: 


7.30pm Eucharist 
Sunday 31st, May Pentecost. 


ps What do 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


South East Area 
Committee Meetings: 


Monday 6th April 
Rose Hill Community Centre, 


6.30pm 


Monday 11th May 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre, 


6.30pm 


Monday 8th June 
Rose Hill Community Centre, 
6.30pm 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Kid’s salsa a gogo! 


George Martini has been on a mission to get people of all ages 
dancing, and he seems to be succeeding on Blackbird Leys. 


LEYS NEWS caught up with George and his 
assistant Debbie Gardener after a 45- 
minute salsa and merengue session on a 
Tuesday afternoon at Pegasus School with 
Year 2 Class 2S. He got the group going 
with a funky Zumba warm up and then the 
boys and girls partnered up. 

The children loved it, took to it easily 
and enjoyed the Latin rhythms. This was 
not the first time they had experienced 
George and his dance classes. Pegasus was 
the first school to welcome him and he has 
now taught for two years in the school 
reaching all the year groups. 


spend Thursdays at Orchard Meadow 
School nearby and has ambitions to 
spread the gospel of salsa to all the 
schools in the area. He is sure that 
teaching this kind of dance helps the 
children learn to respect each other, apart 
from the obvious benefit of being active. 
He hopes one day to run an inter-school 
salsa challenge. 

There's no stopping him; he also runs 
classes for adults at the Regal in Cowley 
Road, and he has in the past performed 
with groups at the Cowley Road Carnival 
and the Leys Fair. 


photo: Mario Balsamo 
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Peter Shilton: thumbs up 
for the Leys! 
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LEGENDARY ENGLAND GOALKEEPER Peter Shilton spent a day at Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre in January representing the Redyset Goal Company and 
raising money at the same time for the Children's Hospital at the John 
Radcliffe. Peter Shilton signed autographs, chatted with fans and signed a 
goalkeepers's shirt to be auctioned for the hospital. 


George and his powerful music machine 


What does cracking eggs have to do 
with cycling? 


Leys News’ Anna Pavelin finds out during Bike Safety day... 


THE BIKE SAFETY DAY, 
which took place at the end 
of January, was organised 
by Police Community Sup- 


port Officer, James 
Kachellek, to fit in with their 
aims of discouraging anti- 
social and criminal behav- 
iour. 

The streetwardens, 
Cycle Oxfordshire County 
Road Safety and Canact 
were also involved in run- 
ning this event. 

The event, held in the 
Jack Argent room, included 
free etching of postcodes 


on bikes, as well as a 
demonstration on the 
effectiveness of cycle 


helmets to a group of 
primary school children. 

Proficiency officer Nikki 
Taylor from Oxfordshire 
County Road Safety 
explained how they used 
raw eggs, dropped by an 
eager young volunteer on 
the floor, followed by the 
dropping of an egg fitted 
with a miniature cycle hel- 
met, the visual impact of an 
egg "this could be your 
skull!" breaking on the floor 
went down well with the 
children. 

Police Community Sup- 
port Officer James 
Kachellek explained how 
the etching of postcodes 


onto bikes has a dual pur- 
pose: "One is a deterrent, 
because we place it some- 
where visible, thieves are 
less likely to steal a post- 
code marked bike. The sec- 
ond is that if a bike is lost 
or stolen and then recov- 
ered, we can get it back to 
its owner." 

The event will be 
repeated but in the mean- 
time here are some cycle 
security tips from James: 

@ Lock your bike up, no 
matter how long you leave 
it unattended. 

@ Secure your bike with 
two good locks. These 
should be certified as Sold 
Secure. 

@ Lock the frame and both 
wheels to the stand or 
something immovable and 
solid. 

@ Keep a record of your 
frame number - without a 
frame number it is very 
difficult for police to recov- 
er your bike. 

@ Don't be fooled by cheap 
locks as these can be bro- 
ken. 

@ Remember there are a 
number of bikes stolen 
each year from sheds and 
garages or simply from the 
back yard. 

@ Ensure your bike is per- 
manently security marked. 


Catalyst Communties Housing Association 
has 3 two-bedroom houses 

in Thistledown Close, Greater Leys 
available for rent to key workers 


The rent is £714 per calendar month 


Please contact 

Susan Ford or Dawn Nash 
on 01865 712244 

for further information 
and to arrange a viewing 


